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Will I be participating in 
research? 
Medical genetics is a clinical service 
covered by Saskatchewan Health.  It is 
not research.  However, if you are inter 
ested in participating in research we can 
help you learn about studies which might 
be of interest to you and your family. 

What about my privacy? 
The information that you provide will be 
securely stored in a chart in the Division 
of Medical Genetics, separate from your 
hospital chart.  Your medical information 
will not be shared with others unless you 
provide us with permission to do so. 

How are referrals made? 
Physicians may send a referral to the 
address on the next page or by fax at 
(306) 6551736. 

Where do I go if I want more 
information? 
A more in depth review of our clinic ser 
vices and information for referring doc 
tors can be found on our website at: 

https://ww.medicine.usask.ca/ 
pediatrics/divisionssections/medical 
genetics 

For clinics in other provinces in Canada, 
please visit the Canadian Association of 
Genetic Counsellors website at: 
www.cagcaccg.ca 

Where is the clinic located? 
We are located in Room 515 on the 5th floor 
of Ellis Hall, adjacent to the  Royal University 
Hospital.  We can be reached by telephone 
or by fax. 

Division of Medical Genetics 

Room 515, Ellis Hall 
Royal University Hospital 
103 Hospital Dr 
Saskatoon, SK  S7N 0W8 
Tel.:  (306) 6551692 
Fax : (306) 6551736 
Email: 
medicalgenetics@saskatoonhealthregion.ca 
Website: https://www.medicine.usask.ca/ 
pediatrics/divisionssections/medical 
genetics 

Finding the 
Department of 
Medical Genetics

Ellis Hall



What is Medical Genetics ? 
Medical Genetics is a medical specialty 
concerned with how hereditary and 
genetic factors play a role in health and 
development. 

What is the Division of Medical 
Genetics? 
This is a unit of the Saskatoon Health 
Region and University of Saskatchewan 
that provides medical genetic services 
throughout Saskatchewan. 

What if I reside far away from 
Saskatoon ? 
It depends on your reason for referral.  In 
most cases, you will need to be seen in 
Saskatoon, especially if a physical exami 
nation by the Medical Geneticist is re 
quired.  If your personal or medical situa 
tion prevents you from travelling, please 
contact us as other arrangements may be 
possible. 

GENETICS 

What is Genetic Counselling? 
Genetic counselling is a way to learn about 
genetic or hereditary disorders and the 
chance that they can be passed on to future 
generations.  This information helps people 
make decisions about their health, their 
family’s health, and pregnancy planning 
and management. 

Genetic counselling may be helpful to peo 
ple interested in knowing more about: 

� The chances of having, developing or 
passing on an inherited condition. 

� A family history of a condition that may 
be inherited. 

� A family history of cancer. 

� A history of developmental delay, 
behavioural differences or birth defects 
in a child or family member. 

� Prenatal testing for highrisk pregnan 
cies. 

Who will I be seeing ? 
You will either meet with a Genetic Coun 
sellor or a Medical Geneticist and some 
times both.  A Genetic Counsellor is a 
health professional with training in medical 
genetics and genetic counselling.  A Medi 
cal Geneticist is a medical doctor who has 
specialized in medical genetics. 

Will I be tested? 
Not every person who comes for genetic 
counselling is tested.  During your 
appointment, the Medical Geneticist or 
Genetic Counsellor will talk with you 
about whether genetic testing is indi 
cated and  available to you and your 
family. 

What happens at your Genetic 
Counselling appointment? 
Medical information about you and/or 
your child and your family will be 
reviewed.  In some cases, a physical 
examination may also be necessary.  It 
is possible that a diagnosis may be 
made at that time, and we will discuss 
all of the findings with you.  In other 
cases, a diagnosis might only be made 
after all the test results are back.  It is 
also possible that no diagnosis is made 
even if a genetic condition is 
suspected. 

Sometimes receiving a diagnosis or not 
having a diagnosis can be a stressful 
experience. Genetics professionals can 
provide emotional support and help to 
connect individuals and families with 
community resources.


