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October 23, 2017 
 
 

To:   SHR Physicians, Nurses, and Unit Clerical Staff 
 
 
Laboratory Testing for Respiratory Viruses – Algorithm for the 2017/18 Influenza Season  
 
As we head into what is expected to be an active winter “Influenza” season, several operational 
changes will be implemented for specimens requested for respiratory virus testing. 
  
At present, the microbiology laboratory has two tests for the molecular detection of respiratory viruses: 
the first is a comprehensive panel which detects up to 16 different viruses in a single assay, whereas the 
second is a more limited but much less expensive and more rapid “mini-panel” that detects only 
Influenza A Virus, Influenza B Virus, and Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).  For most patients during the 
Influenza season, the timely detection of Influenza A, B, and RSV is the highest priority, although some 
patients may benefit from expanded testing.  Therefore, the following respiratory virus testing algorithm 
will be in place until further notice: 
 
    ●  All patients will first be tested with the limited mini-panel for Influenza A, Influenza B, and RSV.   
Specimens received in the RUH Microbiology Laboratory by 0730 hours will have results reported by 
1400 hours the same day (including weekends).  Additional testing may then be performed as follows: 
 

IF: AND: THEN: 
The patient: 
- Is from the community, or has 
presented at an Emergency Room, 
or is an adult in-patient in a non-
critical care unit 

 
Is Negative or Positive for 
Influenza A, B, or RSV 

 
No further follow-up testing for 
other respiratory viruses will be 
done. 

 
The patient: 
-  Is a pediatric in-patient 
-  Is immunocompromised (please  
   indicate on the requisition) 
-  Is an adult in-patient in a critical  
   care unit (UCCU, UICU, SICU,  
   PPICU)  
-  Is part of an outbreak  
   Investigation (please indicate on  
   the requisition)  
 

 

 
Is POSITIVE for any one of 
Influenza A, B, or RSV 
 

No further testing for respiratory 
viruses will be done unless 
specifically requested by the 
physician (please call the lab at 
655-1688, or the Microbiologist-
on-call through the RUH 
switchboard at 655-1000). 

 
Is NEGATIVE for Influenza 
A, B, and RSV 
 

Follow-up testing with the full 16-
virus panel will automatically be 
done.  Results will be available 
within 24-30 hrs.  

 
Should you have questions, please contact the Microbiologist on call (306-655-1000) or the Molecular 
Microbiology Laboratory (306-655-1688) 
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